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NEWS CENTER reporter Don Carrigan and ÒhandlerÓ 
of MaineÕs own Togus The Cat celebrity, is Master of 

Ceremonies for LV Maine’s September 17th benefit, FACES OF 
LITERACY: VOICES OF COURAGE.  Respected for his warm style and 
thorough reportage, Don is Midcoast reporter for WCSH-6 and WLBZ-2, 
with over twenty years experience as a photographer, anchor and News 
Director at both stations.  In 1991, Don served on the staff of U.S. Senator 
William Cohen, and later was Executive Producer of Public Affairs for 
Maine Public Television, anchoring MaineWatch and Capitol Connection. 

 Our heartwarming evening unveils a beautiful photography exhibit celebrating working people who have 
achieved success through literacy, as created by students from the Maine College of Art.  And be sure to get 
your tickets to meet our program headliner, Vicki Myron, author of the #1 New York Times nonfiction best-
seller Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World.   Wonder Dog Films will also premier a 
special short movie!  Unum is our program leading sponsor. 

 FACES OF LITERACY: VOICES OF COURAGE opens with a jazz reception at 5:15 pm at Portland’s 
USM Abromson Community Education Center.  Come enjoy hors d'oeuvres, a silent auction, cash bar, 
author Q & A, book signing, the photo exhibit, displays by the Maine Library Association, the Homeless 
Animal Rescue Team, fun merchandise and more!  ThereÕs something for everyone at this unique event - you 
donÕt even have to be an animal fan!    BRING FAMILY & FRIENDS! 

N EW S CEN T ERÕS Don Car r igan To H ost                       
FA CES OF LIT ERA CY: VOICES OF COU RA GE

Vicki Myron with Page Turner

Breaking News! EVENT P ATRO N! 
IDEXX, a worldwide leader in innovative 
products and services for veterinary, food and 
water applications, is our event Patron.  IDEXX 

(www.idexx.com) supports veterinarians' efforts in providing excellent 
care while building successful practices. LV Maine thanks IDEXX for 
supporting adult literacy through our premier event!

GET SEPT 17 EVENT 
TICKETS NOW!

$25 adult; $15 senior,           
student or youth ages 10-17

 Borders; Dyer Library/Saco 
Museum; Nonesuch Books; Books, 
Etc, Longfellow Books; online at 

www.lvmaine.org or call 
773-3191 or 1-800-322-5455

http://www.idexx.com
http://www.idexx.com
http://www.lvmaine.org
http://www.lvmaine.org
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Literacy Spotlights      
People, partners and programs

FAVO For ges M ore N ew  A l l iances for  LV M aine:                         
M aine Libr ar y A ssociat ion and H A RT  Join Sept em ber  17 Event

The Literacy Volunteers model is all about 
partnerships.  The unique focus of the FACES OF 
LITERACY: VOICES OF COURAGE (FAVO) 
campaign and Thursday, September 17 event has 
afforded LV Maine the opportunity to build exciting 
and creative new partnerships throughout our state, 
starting with Maine College of Art.  Six students 
photographed LV learners and tutors to create 
compelling portraits for the FAVO traveling exhibit.  
These new alliances are helping to raise significant 
awareness of adult literacy and the crucial work of 
affiliates in our Maine Literacy Volunteers Network.  

 For those animal lovers among us, having a 
purring cat nearby or that gentle dog at our feet 
seems to just go hand in paw when reading!  We are 
honored to collaborate with HART, the Homeless 
Animal Rescue Team of Maine, in promoting our 
September 17 event with Vicki Myron.  Her true 
story DEWEY is about an abandoned kitten who, 

adopted as the 
loyal working 
library cat, 
cheered 
peopleÕs spirits 
during hard 
times and 
good.  

 HART is a 
no-kill, all 

volunteer shelter and adoption center for cats in 
Cumberland, where you can find your forever friend 
(http://www.hartofme.com/). Visit HARTÕs display at 
our FAVO event, and place your orders with them 
for beautiful jewelry by Lovell Designs!  

 Libraries provide a rich world to readers.  For 
new readers, that world is particularly awesome.  
LV tutors and learners have been meeting in libraries 
all over our state for years, working together and 
discovering the joy of literacy.  Vicki Myron is a 
professional librarian.  From hardworking Iowa farm 
roots, she is also the first in her family to have a 
college degree.  Upon learning she was headlining 

our event, the Maine Library 
Association (http://
mainelibraries.org) fully endorsed 
our program by sharing it with their 

expansive list of statewide members, and MLA is 
exploring future collaboration with us.  Recognizing 
that our missions are complementary, LV Maine is 
thrilled to be part of this new alliance.  Visit MLAÕs 
display at our event!

 LV Maine is proud of our long-standing 
partnership with adult education and family literacy 
groups in the state, and all our generous donors.  
Goals of FAVO are to boost awareness of adult 
literacy statewide; encourage 200,000 Mainers with 
low literacy to come forward for tutoring help; 
recruit new volunteer tutors; and show funders 
successes people achieve through LV.   

 Just with these recent partnerships - MECA, 
MLA and HART - FAVO has placed the work of the 
Maine Literacy Volunteers Network front and center 
to more than 20,000 new individuals, and the word is 
spreading.  We are bringing the urgent issue of adult 
literacy out of the shadows to shine a light on what is 
being done right, and what more needs doing. FAVO  
is opening new dialogue on how important literacy is 
to a stateÕs vitality, and the faces and voices behind 
what it really means to be literate.

http://www.hartofme.com
http://www.hartofme.com
http://mainelibraries.org
http://mainelibraries.org
http://mainelibraries.org
http://mainelibraries.org
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Literacy Spotlights      
People, partners and programs

A shley Ear l : Phot ogr apher  for  Faces of Literacy: Voices of Courage

Beyond The Page is spotlighting our remarkable student photographers from Maine College of Art, who made 
the Faces of Literacy: Voices of Courage portrait exhibition possible.  We continue this special series with 
Ashley Earl.  To learn the compelling story behind her image below of learner Lois Swett and tutor Dallas 
Dotter, attend LV MaineÕs September 17 benefit.  Get tickets at http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm.

BTP: Please give us a snapshot of your background.  

AE: I was born and grew up in Rockland, Maine, 
and currently live in Portland.  In May 2009, I 
graduated from the Maine 
College of Art with a Fine 
Art degree in Photography.  

BTP: Why photography?  

AE:  I've always loved 
photography, but it really 
took off for me in high 
school in the darkroom. 
Photography is what I do.     
I like to make pictures and 
that enables me to be artistic 
in my own way.

BTP: Are there other art 
media you enjoy?

AE: I also love to paint and collage.

BTP: Who are some of your favorite photographers?

AE:  Stephen Shore, Diane Arbus and Larry Sultan.

BTP:  Tell us why you joined the Faces of Literacy: 
Voices of Courage (FAVO) Project.

AE:  I thought it would be a good learning 
experience and I've been meaning to go out and do 
some volunteer work.  This seemed like I could 
[include both at once] volunteering and 
photographing.

BTP: What did you learn working on the Project?

AE: Volunteering for Literacy Volunteers of Maine, 
made me more aware of how many people are low 

literate and how big of an 
issue it is.  I always took 
reading for granted, and I 
think I appreciate it more.

BTP:  What do you hope 
people will learn from your 
portraits for this Project? 

AE:  That people with low 
literacy are just like me and 
you, they are blended in all 
around us.  I hope my 
pictures make people more 
aware.

BTP:  What other recent work has intrigued you?

AE: I photographed my family for my senior thesis, 
and it was a challenge to photograph the same 
subjects over and over again and get exciting results.  
The outcome was really great.

BTP:  Your long-range plans? 

AE:  I hope to someday work full-time in 
photography and support myself with my art.

To view Ashley’s personal work, visit                  
http://ashleyearl.blogspot.com/

http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
http://ashleyearl.blogspot.com
http://ashleyearl.blogspot.com
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The Internet is chock-full of 
lesson ideas and resources for 
use in your tutoring sessions, but 
sometimes you just donÕt know 
where to begin.  Here are three 
resources you may find useful.  

The Change Agent: ‘Who 
Looks Like a Millionaire’
http://www.nelrc.org/
changeagent/media/reading.htm

 The Change Agent is a news 
magazine for adult learners and 
educators that promotes social 
action as an important part of the 
adult learning experience.  This 
lesson asks learners to look at the 
advertisements they see on TV 
during popular shows and 
analyze the diversity of the 
actors.  It includes reading, 
writing and analytical activities.

Resource Room
http://www.resourceroom.net/
index.asp

 If youÕre looking for multi-
sensory ideas, this is a great 
place to find them.  This site 
focuses on strategies that are 
useful for students with learning 
disabilities.  For example, in the 
Reading Comprehension section, 
there are sample lessons for 
teaching your learner about 
Signal Words, those words that 
give you a hint about what will 
happen next in your reading.  
The Spelling section includes a 
whole list of multi-sensory 
approaches to teaching spelling.  
ItÕs definitely worth a visit.

Dave’s ESL Café: Idea 
Cookbook
http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/
index.cgi?Grammar

 Tutors often ask for more 
lesson ideas for teaching 
grammar to ESOL students.  Use 
charades to teach the present 
continuous tense or listen to ÒI 
Will SurviveÓ to teach the Future 
Tense.  YouÕre sure to find ideas 
to spice up your sessions. 

Next time you’re lesson 
planning, go online and 
check these out!

T ut or  T ips:  Lesson Ideas f r om  A round t he W eb

Dewey Wisdom
"Find your place.  Be happy with what you have.

Treat everyone well. Live a good life. 
It isn't about material things; it's about love. 

And you can never anticipate love."

Tickets to LV MaineÕs Sept 17 benefit with author Vicki Myron
http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/media/reading.htm
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/media/reading.htm
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/media/reading.htm
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/media/reading.htm
http://www.resourceroom.net/index.asp
http://www.resourceroom.net/index.asp
http://www.resourceroom.net/index.asp
http://www.resourceroom.net/index.asp
http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?Grammar
http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?Grammar
http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?Grammar
http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?Grammar
http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
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Faces of Literacy
Voices of Courage

Celebrating hope, persistence and success through literacy
Thursday, September 17, 2009.  USM Abromson Center.  Portland

Tickets:  See page 7 of this newsletter or purchase online at
http://www .lvmaine.org/favo_pur chase.htm

Yu Li Huang in her restaurant, Auburn 2009
Photograph by Melissa DiPaola

http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
http://www.lvmaine.org/favo_purchase.htm
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Literacy Solutions 
Addressing challenges through positive problem-solving

Three directors from LV Maine affiliates attended an intensive five-day training program in July.            
Learning to Achieve was held at the New England Center on the University of New Hampshire campus.  
Kathy Kilrain del Rio of LV Greater Saco-Biddeford, Phyllis DeFano from LV Greater Portland and Amy 
Safford of LV Greater Sanford attended the training which is designed to help literacy teachers improve their 
knowledge of learning disabilities (LD) in adults.  

 The Learning to Achieve training program provided several methods to support adults with LD in 
educational and workplace settings, and also prepared participants to bring the training back to their own 
programs in the state.  Any affiliate or program interested in the training should contact LV Maine for more 
details, 773-3191 or info@lvmaine.org.

 Nine modules covered were: Definition of LD, Self-Determination, Legal Issues, Reading Disabilities, 
Instructional Tutoring, Accommodations, Written Expression Disabilities, Content Learning, and LDs and 
English Language Learners.  Any office requesting the training must choose six of the nine topics to be covered.

 The National Institute for Literacy developed Learning to Achieve to increase knowledge of learning 
disabilities, and to help provide effective services to adults with LD.  The New England training was the first of 
six trainings scheduled for 2009 in the United States.  For more information:  http://www.nifl.gov/.

LV D irect or s A t t end N IFL Lear ning D isabi l i t ies T r aining

1-800-322-5455
ged prep

reading

driver’s permit

adult ed programs

HELP 
IN A 
PHONECALL

mailto:info@lvmaine.org
mailto:info@lvmaine.org
http://www.nifl.gov
http://www.nifl.gov
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Inside View 
Events and updates within the LV community 

LV M aine A warded              
M ajor  Gr ant

LV Maine has been awarded a significant grant 
from Common Good Ventures to assist our work 
in building stronger resources for capacity-building 
in our affiliate network, as well as strengthening 
internal capacity for the state office.  The grant, 
spanning a period of three years, also includes 
considerable technical support and consultation.  

 Common Good Ventures is a team of 
experienced business people applying their 
professional expertise, networks and passion for 
change to help strong nonprofits realize their 
potential to accomplish even more for Maine.  
With Common Good Ventures' support, nonprofits 
achieve increasingly ambitious social missions that 
directly affect Maine's economy. http://
www.commongoodventures.org/index.php.

 Watch for further details in the coming months!

                       MEET VICKI MYRON & Have Your DEWEY BOOKS SIGNED!
Faces of Literacy: Voices of Courage Benefit for LV!       

Thursday, September 17,2009.  USM Abromson Center, Portland.  

Starts 5:15 pm
Along with the original DEWEY, Vicki’s new charming picture book version will 
be available. Think holiday gifts!  DEWEY: THERE’S A CAT IN THE LIBRARY!

TICKETS: $25 adult/$15 senior, student and youth 10 to 17 at Borders in 
South Portland & Brunswick; Dyer Library/Saco Museum in Saco; Nonesuch 
Books in Saco & South Portland; Books, Etc. in Falmouth; Longfellow Books in 
Portland; online at www.lvmaine.org or call 773-3191 or 1-800-322-5455.

Togus Paw     of Approval

MEOW IT OUT!

                                                            
LV Maine is on Facebook as the 

Maine Literacy Volunteers Network!  
Join up and become a fan 

www.facebook.com
To follow us on Twitter                     
search for LVMaine!

LV Saco- Biddeford 's H i t  
Sum m er  Progr am !

Congratulations to LV Greater Saco-Biddeford 
for presenting a sold-out July fundraiser.  An 
Evening with Anita Shreve raised over $5,000 for 
the affiliate.  Director Kathy Kilrain del Rio 
credits her board with organizing and promoting 
the benefit which featured local summer resident 
and bestselling author, Anita Shreve. 

http://www.commongoodventures.org/index.php
http://www.commongoodventures.org/index.php
http://www.commongoodventures.org/index.php
http://www.commongoodventures.org/index.php
http://www.lvmaine.org
http://www.lvmaine.org
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/Maine-Literacy-Volunteers-Network/101132977725?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/Maine-Literacy-Volunteers-Network/101132977725?ref=ts
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Beyond The Page

Who will you recognize in the photography 
exhibit?  Will Togus upstage Dewey?  Who is 
Wonder Dog?  Find out September 17th!   
Get your tickets to LV MaineÕs big night out!  
www.lvmaine.org/events.htm. Hosted by 
NEWS CENTERÕS Don Carrigan.

Literacy Volunteers of Maine
142 High Street, Suite 526                        
Portland, ME 04101                         
207.773.3191                         
www.lvmaine.org
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